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(Please See the Note to Teachers Below) 
 
 Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us the Bible, your written Word of 
Truth. Through prayer and the study of your Word, I can avoid being deceived. 
Thank you for the gift of your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, Whom you sent 
into the world. Jesus is the most precious of all your perfect gifts to us. Thank 
you for the new birth you give by the Holy Spirit through your Word. Now, 
those who trust you can share your truth with others by their words and works. 
Lord God, fill me with your Holy Spirit and help me to be quick to listen, slow 
to speak, and slow to anger. Help me to live according to your Truth so your 
righteousness can be the fruit of all of my relationships. Father, I do not want 
any wicked ways within me, and I do not want to wander down any wicked 
paths. Rather, implant your Word of Truth in my heart and mind as I 
prayerfully study the Bible with every intention to obey you in all things and in 
every relationship. Heavenly Father, I have come to love you with all my heart 
insofar as I know my heart, and you, Father, know all things and you know my 
heart. Show me if there are yet any wicked ways within me, so I can repent 
and change in the power of your Holy Spirit. I want to be a doer of your Word, 
and no longer remain a silent bystander. I do not want to be deceived or a 
deceiver of others or myself, so help me see myself as I am and help me to 
become all that you want me to become. Please help me remember your will 
and your calling for my life and help me fulfill all of your purposes for me 
according to your perfect timing. Thank you Lord Jesus, because only you 
could free me from the law of sin and death by your sacrificial death and 
resurrection. Thank you for giving me the law of liberty in love so I can live 
pleasing to you and serve you as a blessing to others. By what you teach me, 
help me to say and do all I can to demonstrate the infinite value of faith in 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, as the eternal King to be loved and obeyed by 
all of your creatures. Guide and protect me so no one would ever think that the 
Christian faith is worthless because of me. Help me prove to others by the way 
I live that the Christian faith leads to purity of thought and life, and also 
reaches out to help the neediest people among us and around the world. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, I pray. Amen. 
 

Note to Teachers on Teaching How to Pray Through the Bible 
 
 Many years ago I learned how to pray through the Bible from Edith 
Schaeffer. Her husband, Francis Schaeffer, said that he did not pray in this 
way. You may find this way helpful, and perhaps a helpful way to teach your 



students more about how to pray or a new way of praying. When praying 
through the Bible, we use the ideas and sometimes the words in the Bible 
verse-by-verse to pray to God, and we pray for the Holy Spirit to help is do this 
type of praying. From time to time, the Holy Spirit, the Word of God, and the 
Providence of God (or the way of God working in our personal lives) will 
combine so we know that God is speaking to us directly in answer to our 
prayers as we pray through the Bible. For example, as Edith Schaeffer was 
praying through the Bible one day, God spoke to her through the Bible in a 
way that convinced her that God wanted their family to begin L'Abri in the 
mountains of Switzerland. To pray through the Bible, try first to pray 
something related to each verse that you read. Sometimes this will not work 
well because of the type of text you are reading. For example, the Psalms are 
easier to pray through than some genealogical and historical texts. When 
teaching your class the Bible and also how to pray more effectively, you may 
want to teach your class how to pray through each verse of your Bible Lesson 
for that day. You might want to assign each student in class one verse from the 
lesson to write a prayer on that verse. I will be putting some of my prayers 
based on the weekly International Bible Lesson on the commentary website as 
examples or for you to use during your class time. You may want to close your 
class with one of my prayers, or with one of your prayers as the teacher, or 
with a prayer of one or more of your students, or with a combined prayer 
using each student’s assigned verse. If time permits, at the end of your class 
you may want your students to write their own prayers based on the entire 
Scripture lesson, with the understanding that they will not need to share their 
prayers with others unless they would like to do so. Teachers need to be 
careful not to use praying through the Bible as a way to simply summarize a 
Bible lesson or to make a moral or spiritual application for the students in 
your class, because then your prayer becomes more of a prayer to your 
students than a prayer to God. If you would like to learn more about prayer, I 
would recommend How God Teaches Us to Pray: Lessons from the 
Life of Francis and Edith Schaeffer. 
 


